Arcades
Short Project description:

The medieval city centre of Ljubljana is largely conditioned with the heritage of famous local architect Joseph Plecnik. Is there any space for the reprogramming of the monumental area, including the riverbank? 


Four city squares, a new city market house and the pedestrian bridge with the programmed river bank is proposed above the underground parking.  The site is dominated with the monumental arches, which are used as a main structural device and space-forming organisation for the materialisation of the new buildings.


The study for the re-development of the monumentally protected, together with the infrastructural extensions is based on the collaborative programming scheme, which is mixing the private and governmental functions.  Instead of the original Butcher’s bridge by Plecnik, our proposal took directly the flow trajectories of users into the design of the new one, which are bifurcating three dimensionally the structure into the habitable water bank. By doing so, the city gained new public and commercial spaces along the water. The new riverbank is converted into the habitable promenade with public and commercial services.

The city market house itself is contemplated with the geometry of the original arches in order to level-up the activities of the daily market and to enhance the character of the existing arcades. Now structural and organizational arch element, is configuring the routes of the visitors on the market, while isntrumentalising also the new hotel and commercial functions on the floors above them.  The new arch became the new market. 
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urban design and refurbishment of 4 city squares, with the new market house and the pedestrian bridge
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